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Blooms and Billets                        Blooms and Billets

Sheet and Tmplate Bars               Sheet and Tinplatc Bars

Iron Bars, Rods and Shapes          Steel Bars, Rods and Shapes

Pig Iron                                      Plates and Strip

Plates and Sheets                          Iron Bars, Rods and Shapes

Steel Bars, Rods and Shapes         Hoops and Strips

The trend of the change in imports may be noted as follows:

Falling
Plates not less than J in.               Slabs and Blooms
Plates less than J in.                     Sheets and Tmplate Bars
Girders and Joists                        Wrought Iron Bars
Wire and Wire Rods                    Pig Iron
Hoops and Strip                          Bars and Shapes
Tyres and Axles                           Scrap
Tram Rails                                  Wire Nails
Cast Pipes and Fittings
A comparison of the sources of imports of semi-finished and
finished rolled products into Britain before and after the War,
shows a large increase in semis from Belgium and the establishment
of large imports from France (total imports from both countries
1913 507,000 tons, 1928 1,902,000 tons), while there was a fall in
imports from Germany and the ILSA. (total imports from both
countries 1913 1,279,000 tons, 1928 363,000 tons;.
(d) THE TREND OF STEEL-MAKING PROCESSES
It has been pointed out above, when considering Continental com-
petition with British steel, that we are not necessarily comparing
like with like, as the greater part of Continental output has been
of Thomas (basic Bessemer) steel, whereas British steel, up to 1913,
was mainly made by the acid open-hearth process.
Bessemer and open-hearth steels are two distinct products in
quality and in price, and the differences between these two classes
of steel are brought out in the following consideration of steel
making processes:
i. CONVERTER STEEL
Table 69 shows the production of converter steel in the countries
under comparison from 1870 to 1930. It will be noted that this
period saw the rise and fall of converter steel in Great Britain and
the somewhat similar course pursued in the U.S.A., but with a